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About MotivePower, Inc. 

MotivePower, Inc., a Wabtec company, is an industry leader in the design, manufacture and re-
manufacture of diesel-electric locomotives.  Since MotivePower was founded in 1972, over 2,500 freight 
and passenger locomotives have been delivered from its facilities in Boise, ID. 
 

History 

1972 Morrison-Knudsen Company purchases facility in Boise, ID and establishes the Rail Systems 
Group which includes a locomotive manufacturing group 

1994 MK Rail Corporation established as a subsidiary of Morrison-Knudsen 

1996 MK Rail separates from Morrison Knudsen and incorporates as MotivePower Industries and 
names the locomotive manufacturing group Boise Locomotive Company as a subsidiary 

1999 MotivePower Industries merges with Westinghouse Air Brake Company and is called 
Westinghouse Air Brake Technologies Corporation (WABTEC).  Boise Locomotive Company’s 
name is changed to MotivePower, Inc. 

 

Products & Services 

• New commuter locomotives 

• New switcher locomotives 

• Locomotive overhauls & modernizations 

• Locomotive modules 

• Contract fleet maintenance 

• Emissions reduction applications 

 

Core Competencies 

• Design application & systems integration engineering  

• Manufacturing & servicing locomotives 

• Project management and contract administration 
 

Main Customers 

• All major North American railroad operators and 
various international customers  

 

Employment Information 

current 690 employees - Boise, ID 
40 employees - other locations 

2006 640 employees 

2005 570 employees 

2004 310 employees 

2003 330 employees  

Quality Performance Systems 

• Lean manufacturing techniques employed; modeled 
after the Toyota manufacturing system of continuous 
improvement 

• Quality certifications: 
- ISO 9001:2000 
- AAR M1003 

 

Main Production Facilities 

Boise, ID 

• Main Facility: 
44 acres, 12 major buildings 
234,050 sq. ft. under roof 
17,000 linear feet of track 

• Truck & Engine Annex 
6 acres 
62,250 sq. ft. under roof 
5,000 hp engine test dynamometer 

Other Locations 

• Helper, UT 

• Houston, TX 

• Oceanside, CA 

• Provo, UT 

 

 


